
 
 

 

College Myths?  
 
Fast Times overshadow Poor Grades: Not true. You are going to college (school!) and performance 
in the classroom is very important. Coaches can’t afford to take a risk on an athlete who may end up 
unable to compete because they become academically ineligible. Therefore, when deciding which 
schools to pursue, it is important to be honest with yourself about the academic fit of an institution.  
 
I’m a Fast Swimmer; I will be recruited: Maybe, maybe not. Most coaches have very limited 
recruiting budgets and scarce time to find athletes. This makes it difficult for coaches to find 
potential recruits and puts the onus on the swimmer to find the teams.  
 
A questionnaire in the mail means a team is interested: Many coaches send out hundreds of 
questionnaires based on League Results, USA databases, etc. They often send out questionnaires to 
swimmers they have never heard of. If you are not interested, don’t fill out the questionnaire.  
 
Division 1 is the only place to swim: misconception. In fact many D-3 and D-2 schools provide 
stronger academics and much stronger swim programs than many of the D-1 schools. The D-2/D-3 
programs may, in fact, offer a more balanced college experience than the competitive D-1 programs. 
D3 schools do not, however, offer any athletic scholarships (financial aid and academic scholarships 
may be available).  
 
You are not good enough to swim in college: There are many many collegiate swim programs 
available. True, acceptance into the strongest programs is intensely competitive. However, many 
programs are looking for college students that they can develop further, numerous, of which will 
have scholarships available. If you want to swim in college and are willing to do the legwork, then 
most likely, there is a place for you on a collegiate swim team. But, it is up to you to initiate the 
process.  

 
I can start the process during the summer between my Junior and Senior Year: You can start then 

but work fast and furiously. Many swimmers have started months, if not years, before but it is not 

imperative that you have done so. If you have developed a relationship with a team prior to this, 

continually update them with developments to confirm your continued interest in their program. 

This will ensure the most success. It is important to keep in mind that, for many programs, it is 

during the summer months that coaches are finalizing their list of invitees for fall recruit trips. 


